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Appeal to Caesar 

Acts 25:9-12 
 

There has been discussion among believers during the COVID-19 shut down regarding 
the appropriate role of government. This is particularly challenging in the States with 
governors who do not generally support biblical positions on life, marriage, worship 
gatherings and other Christian convictions.  
 
For the Christian, our ultimate citizenship is in the Kingdom of God.  According to Col. 
1:13, those who place their trust in Christ are “rescued from the dominion of darkness 
and brought into the kingdom of the Son he loves.” Our loyalty is first to the Lordship of 
Christ. He is our Master. 
 
I. What is the role of government? “Appeal to Caesar” 
 
As the Apostle Paul was facing persecution for his faith, he maximized his rights as a 
citizen. The God-given role of government is to restrain evil and protect the citizens. 
 
 
II. What is our responsibility to government? “Render unto Caesar” 
 
We also are citizens of earthly kingdoms. The Apostle Peter urges us to obey those in 
authority over us (1 Peter 2:13-14): 
 

“Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every authority instituted among men 
whether to the king, as the supreme authority, or to governors, who are sent by 
him to punish those who do wrong and to commend those who do right . . .” 

 
A. God ordained government (Genesis 9:6 and Romans 13:1) 
 
B. God expects obedience to governing authorities (1 Peter 2:13-14 and Titus 

3:1) 
 
C. Obedience is required even to evil governments (Romans 13:1, 4 and 1 Peter 

2:13) 
 
D. God does not approve of a government’s wrong doing (Romans 13:4 and 

Isaiah 10:1) 
 
E. God does not require obedience to sinful laws. 
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III. When should we “obey God rather than man” ? 
 
 
 
 
IV. We should regather together respectfully and lovingly 
 

Hebrews 10:23-25 

23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who 
promised is faithful. 24 And let us consider how to stir up one another to 
love and good works, 25 not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of 
some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day 
drawing near. 

Hebrews 13:17 
 

Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over 
your souls, as those who will have to give an account. Let them do this with 
joy and not with groaning, for that would be of no advantage to you.  

 
 

• Share the Gospel creatively 
 

• Gather together through every means we are able 
 

• Prioritize family worship with parents discipling their children 
 

• Witness through compassion to help those in need 
 

• Pray for governing officials as they guide the regathering 
 

• Regather together respectfully and lovingly 
 
 
 


