
 1 

Mom and Mentor Multiply Ministry 
 

On this Mother’s Day, let us consider and appreciate the qualities of a mother  
that make such a lasting impact on our lives.  

Like the Apostle Paul, let us also seek to emulate the qualities of a Mother. 

A Mom and Grandma Make a Lasting Difference 
Application: Teach the Word of God to your children from the earliest years. 

The Marks of a Mom and a Mentor 
Moms Model the Message 

2 Tim 3:14-17 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, 
knowing from whom you learned it 15 and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the 
sacred writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.  

From whom did Timothy learn God’s Word. 2 Tim 1:5 indicates that his mother and grandmother, Eunice 
and Lois, were the source and example of spiritual truth in his home. 
 

5 I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and your 
mother Eunice and now, I am sure, dwells in you as well.  

 
Paul lived the theology he taught. He practiced what he preached. Paul declared, “Follow my example, as 
I follow the example of Christ” (1 Cor. 11:1).  
  
Application 

• As a mom, continue to grow in your faith and walk with God.  
• Be a woman of the Word and of prayer.  
• Walk in the Spirit and demonstrate the fruit of the Spirit. 

 
Moms See Future Potential 
 
What Timothy had learned from his mother and grandmother, was reinforced and expanded upon by the 
apostle Paul. 

2 Tim 1:13 Follow the pattern of the sound words that you have heard from me, in the faith and love 
that are in Christ Jesus.  

Application 
• Encourage your child based on the potential they have with God’s help.  
• Don’t focus on their past failures but rather on their future hope. 

 
Moms Invest Time 
 

Paul wanted to take him [Timothy] along on the journey (Acts 16:3a). 
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Paul’s selection of Timothy instilled confidence in him. This formed the foundation for an effective 
mentoring relationship. The heart of Paul’s mentoring relationship with Timothy was found in the short 
phrase “take him along” or “with him” (KJV, Acts 16:3). Mentoring and parenting require “time 
together.” Paul was willing to spend time with Timothy modeling ministry for him. Timothy was trained 
“on the job.”  
 
Application: With all the financial, community, work, church and social demands, prioritize time with 
your children. If you want to make a lasting difference, remember that, “The hand that rocks the cradle is 
the hand that rules the world.” 
 
Moms and Mentors Really Care 

7 But we were gentle among you, like a nursing mother taking care of her own children. 8 So, 
being affectionately desirous of you, we were ready to share with you not only the gospel of God 
but also our own selves, because you had become very dear to us. 

Paul frequently referred to Timothy in terms of endearment such as “my true son. . .” (1 Tim. 1:2) and 
“my dear son . . .” (2 Tim. 1:2). A mentor must have a sincere and sacrificial concern for the wellbeing of 
others. Essential to effective mentoring is genuine concern for the protégé.  
 
Paul’s letter to the Philippian believers confirms Timothy’s readiness for mentoring others because of his 
protégé’s concern for others. Paul wrote:  
 

“I hope to send Timothy to you soon, that I also may be cheered when I receive news about you. I 
have no one else like him, who takes a genuine interest in your welfare. For everyone looks out 
for his own interests, not those of Jesus Christ” (Phil 2:19-20). 
 

Application: Show unconditional, sacrificial love that will transform your child to care for others. Jesus 
said, “Love one another as I have loved you.” 
 
Moms and Mentors are Faithful 
 
Paul was an effective mentor because he was “considered . . . faithful” (1 Tim. 1:12). Faithfulness is a 
quality that Paul believed also authenticated Timothy’s readiness to lead others in ministry. Timothy had 
“proved” (dokime) himself fit and trustworthy (Phil. 2:19-22). That is, through testing he demonstrated 
reliability.  
 
Every Mom knows the investment of love and time that goes into raising a child. 
 

9 For you remember, brothers, our labor and toil: we worked night and day, that we might not be 
a burden to any of you, while we proclaimed to you the gospel of God.  

 
Application 
 
Your faithfulness as a wife, mother and most importantly, a follower of Christ, lays a stable foundation 
for life. 
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Mom and Mentor Multiply Ministry 
 
 
The Apostle Paul was passionate about preaching the Gospel to those who had never heard and 
he was committed to mentoring those who were younger in the ministry and to multiplying 
ministry through them. As Paul journeyed across the rugged terrain of Asia Minor on his second 
missionary trip, he chose Timothy to join his team.  

 
Paul came to Derbe and then to Lystra, where the disciple named Timothy lived, whose 
mother was a Jewess and a believer, but whose father was a Greek. The brothers at Lystra 
and Iconium spoke well of him. Paul wanted to take him along on the journey (Acts 16:1-
3a). 
 

What prepared Timothy to be an effective servant of God? The training began long before he met 
and was recruited by the Apostle Paul. 

A Mom and Grandma Make a Lasting Difference 
Timothy’s home was Lystra.  This was a Lycaonian city which had only a few Jewish citizen. 
There was apparently not even a synagogue which required only ten Jewish men. The Apostle 
Paul preached in this city and performed the miracle of raising the lame man. It was here that he 
was stoned to the point the angry crowd “supposed that he was dead.” However, miraculously 
he was restored and continued his missionary journey with Barnabas the very next day.  
 
Perhaps it was on this first missionary journey that Lois and Eunice, Timothy’s grandmother and 
mother, became followers of Christ. Timothy may also have trusted in Christ during this visit in 
that Paul addresses him as “my true son in the faith” (1 Tim 1:2). 
 
Timothy’s mother was Jewish. She had come to recognize that Jesus is the Messiah. Her 
Jewishness was not negated by her becoming a follower of Jesus. She is referred to as both “a 
Jewess and a believer” (Acts 16:1b). 
 
In contrast, Timothy’s father was Greek. The disjunction in the sentence, “but,” points to a 
distinction between Timothy’s mother and father in both respects. His father is not Jewish and 
not a believer. The fact that Timothy was not circumcised until Paul’s visit confirms that his 
father had not converted to Judaism because if he had, he would have required that his son be 
circumcised in obedience to the Law. Timothy is an example of someone who grew in his faith 
even though dad was not spiritually involved in his life. Eunice and her mother Lois carried a big 
spiritual responsibility and they were effective. Don’t be discouraged as a single mom or as a 
spiritually single Mom. Don’t give up! You can make a difference in your children that lasts. 
 
Timothy already had a great reputation among the believers under his mother’s and 
grandmother’s tutelage even before he met Paul! 
 



 4 

We know more about Timothy from Paul’s second letter to him. Timothy “from childhood” had  
been “acquainted with the sacred writings” (2 Tim 3:15). The Jewish practice was to begin 
teaching a child at three or four years of age. It is never too soon to impress spiritual truths on 
our children. Spiritual sensitivity and receptivity begin very early. About 80 percent of those who 
trust in Jesus as their Savior and Master do so before the age of twenty one. And many of these 
do so in their early years of childhood. 
 
Application 
 

• Teach the Word of God to your children from the earliest years. 
 

The Marks of a Mom and a Mentor 
The impact of parents is transformational. It is so impactful that Paul likens his ministry to that 
of a mother and a father: 

7 But we were gentle among you, like a nursing mother taking care of her own children. 
8 So, being affectionately desirous of you, we were ready to share with you not only the 
gospel of God but also our own selves, because you had become very dear to us. 

9 For you remember, brothers, our labor and toil: we worked night and day, that we 
might not be a burden to any of you, while we proclaimed to you the gospel of God. 
10 You are witnesses, and God also, how holy and righteous and blameless was our 
conduct toward you believers. 11 For you know how, like a father with his children, 12 we 
exhorted each one of you and encouraged you and charged you to walk in a manner 
worthy of God, who calls you into his own kingdom and glory. 

On this Mother’s Day, let us consider and appreciate the qualities of a mother that make 
such a lasting impact on our lives. Like the Apostle Paul, let us also seek to emulate the 
qualities of a Mother. 
 
Moms Model the Message 

2 Tim 3:14-17 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly 
believed, knowing from whom you learned it 15 and how from childhood you have been 
acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation 
through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for 
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17 that the man of 
God may be complete, equipped for every good work. 

“Knowing from whom you learned it.” It is clear from Scripture that parents, to be effective, 
must not only communicate biblical truth, but must demonstrate by their life and practice the 
principles of God’s Word.  
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From whom did Timothy learn God’s Word. 2 Tim 1:5 indicates that his mother and 
grandmother, Eunice and Lois, were the source and example of spiritual truth in his home. 
 

5 I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that dwelt first in your grandmother Lois 
and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, dwells in you as well.  

 
Mom insures that her children learn the Word of God beginning at home and then reinforced by 
the Church. We can’t outsource the teaching of Scripture; however, we can get reinforcements. 
 
The reinforcement for you may be an AWANA leader, a Sunday School teacher, a youth pastor 
or youth ministry volunteer. For Lois and Eunice, the mentor was the Apostle Paul. 
 
Paul lived the theology he taught. He practiced what he preached. Paul declared,  
 

“Follow my example, as I follow the example of Christ” (1 Cor. 11:1).  
  
Timothy learned from Paul about the sovereignty of God and the leading of the Holy Spirit as 
they traveled together across Asia Minor. The young man saw the apostle respond to the 
“Macedonian call” to proclaim the Gospel to the Europeans. Timothy learned how to share the 
Gospel watching Paul witness to Lydia in Philippi. The protégé observed how to persevere in the 
face of persecution in Philippi and again in Thessalonica. 
 
Why was Paul an effective mentor? Why would Timothy also become an effective mentor? An 
effective mentor models his message. Paul later challenged Timothy,  
 

“Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an example for the 
believers in speech, in life, in love, in faith and in purity” (1 Tim. 4:12). 
 
“The things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to faithful 
men who will also be able to teach others” (2 Tim 2:1-2). 

 
Application 
 

• As a mom, continue to grow in your faith and walk with God.  
 

• Be a woman of the Word and of prayer.  
 

• Walk in the Spirit and demonstrate the fruit of the Spirit. 
 
 
Moms See Future Potential 
 
What Timothy had learned from his mother and grandmother, was reinforced and expanded upon 
by the apostle Paul. 
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2 Tim 1:13 Follow the pattern of the sound words that you have heard from me, in the faith 
and love that are in Christ Jesus.  

Timothy had liabilities as a child and young man. He was naturally timid and fearful (1 Cor. 
16:10; 2 Tim. 1:7). Having grown up in a rural area he may have lacked sophistication. His 
spiritual heritage was divided in that he had a Greek father and a Jewish mother. Timothy was 
not particularly robust in health as evidenced by Paul prescribing a medicinal treatment for his 
frequent stomach ailments (1 Tim. 5:23).  
 
He was young and inexperienced (1 Tim. 4:12). However, the believers “spoke well of him” 
(Acts 16:2). This good reputation extended from his hometown of Lystra to the town of Iconium 
some eighteen miles away. 
 
I can identify with Timothy’s shortcomings. I was very timid. One morning in elementary school 
I was so afraid of public speaking that I feigned a stomachache to avoid leading the pledge of 
allegiance at the beginning of the school day. Picture my insurmountable challenge. All I needed 
to do was to stand in front of the class, place my hand over my heart, and say, “I . . .” The class 
would then join me in reciting the pledge of allegiance. My mother suspected my pretense but let 
me stay home. When I arrived at school the next day the teacher said, “Peter missed the 
opportunity to lead the pledge of allegiance yesterday, let’s have him lead today.” Sure enough, I 
lived through the trauma! 
 
Paul learned from his own mentor, Barnabas, not to focus on past failures and possible 
limitations of his protégé. Barnabas saw Paul’s potential to make a difference for Christ. Paul 
focused on Timothy’s current progress and future potential. Some of his apprentice’s limitations, 
such as his divided religious background, actually became assets for ministry in that Paul was 
seeking to reach both the Jews and the Gentiles. 
 
Application 
 

• Encourage your child based on the potential they have with God’s help.  
 

• Don’t focus on their past failures but rather on their future hope. 
 
 
Moms Invest Time 
 

Paul wanted to take him [Timothy] along on the journey (Acts 16:3a). 
 
Paul’s selection of Timothy instilled confidence in him. This formed the foundation for an 
effective mentoring relationship. The heart of Paul’s mentoring relationship with Timothy was 
found in the short phrase “take him along” or “with him” (KJV, Acts 16:3). Mentoring and 
parenting require “time together.” Paul was willing to spend time with Timothy modeling 
ministry for him. Timothy was trained “on the job.” This plan is reminiscent of the Lord 
empowering his apostles.  
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Jesus “appointed twelve—designating them apostles—that they might be with him and 
that he might send them out to preach” (Mark 3:14b). 

 
Application 
 

With all the financial, community, work, church and social demands, prioritize time with 
your children. If you want to make a lasting difference, remember that, “The hand that 
rocks the cradle is the hand that rules the world.” 

 
 
 
 
 
A Mentor Really Cares 

7 But we were gentle among you, like a nursing mother taking care of her own children. 
8 So, being affectionately desirous of you, we were ready to share with you not only the 
gospel of God but also our own selves, because you had become very dear to us. 

Paul frequently referred to Timothy in terms of endearment such as “my true son. . .” (1 Tim. 
1:2) and “my dear son . . .” (2 Tim. 1:2). A mentor must have a sincere and sacrificial concern 
for the wellbeing of others. Essential to effective mentoring is genuine concern for the protégé.  
 
Paul’s letter to the Philippian believers confirms Timothy’s readiness for mentoring others 
because of his protégé’s concern for others. Paul wrote:  
 

“I hope to send Timothy to you soon, that I also may be cheered when I receive news 
about you. I have no one else like him, who takes a genuine interest in your welfare. For 
everyone looks out for his own interests, not those of Jesus Christ” (Phil 2:19-20). 
 

Application 
 
Show unconditional, sacrificial love that will transform your child to care for others. Jesus said, 
“Love one another as I have loved you.” 
 
Faithfulness 
 
Paul was an effective mentor because he was “considered . . . faithful” (1 Tim. 1:12). 
Faithfulness is a quality that Paul believed also authenticated Timothy’s readiness to lead others 
in ministry. Timothy had “proved” (dokime) himself fit and trustworthy (Phil. 2:19-22). That is, 
through testing he demonstrated reliability.  
 
Every Mom knows the investment of love and time that goes into raising a child. 
 

9 For you remember, brothers, our labor and toil: we worked night and day, that we 
might not be a burden to any of you, while we proclaimed to you the gospel of God.  
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Application 
 
Your faithfulness as a wife, mother and most importantly, a follower of Christ, lays a stable 
foundation for life. 

The Fruitfulness of Moms and Mentors is Multiplication 
 
The years Grandma Lois, Mother, Eunice, and Mentor, Paul, invested in the life of Timothy 
bears fruit. 
 
In Berea, Timothy executed his first responsibilities independent of the Apostle. Just as Jesus 
sent out his disciples two by two, Paul sent Timothy out with a fellow student named Silas. 
Together they were responsible to oversee the initial development of the church in Berea. 
 
Apparently Timothy completed his work in Berea and joined Paul in Athens where he was 
promptly sent out on a second assignment. This was the more challenging task of strengthening 
and encouraging the persecuted church in Thessalonica (1 Thess 3:1-3). Timothy returned to 
Paul while the apostle was proclaiming the Gospel in Corinth. 
 
A third assignment for Timothy was when Paul, who was now on his third missionary journey, 
sent both him and Erastus from Ephesus to strengthen the churches in Macedonia (Acts 19:22).  
 
A fourth assignment was a journey from the same city, Ephesus, to reinforce the Apostle Paul’s 
teaching to the Corinthian church (1 Cor 4:17; 16:10).    
 
From prison in Rome, Paul promised to send Timothy on another assignment to assist the church 
in Philippi (Phil. 2:19-24). At this point in their ministry together, Paul describes Timothy as 
“like-minded” (v. 20). John Walvoord sees in this expression the element of bonding in their 
relationship. “The word translated ‘like-minded’ is found only here in the New Testament and 
literally is ‘like-souled’ . . . Of all Paul’s converts, Timothy seemed to have manifested the 
greatest faithfulness to the Lord as well as fidelity to Paul.”i 
 
Later still Timothy was instructed to stay in Ephesus to strengthen the church there (1 Tim 1:3). 
In Ephesus Timothy was the man in charge and not simply an emissary for the Apostle Paul. 
Timothy had been prepared for ministry by his mother and grandmother. He matured in ministry 
under the tutelage of Paul so that he was now in leadership.  
 
Paul’s final request of Timothy was an appeal for him to come visit him during his second 
imprisonment and to be a source of encouragement to him (2 Tim. 4:9).  Timothy has been called 
a “postage stamp” because he always stuck to the mission on which he was sent.  
 
 
Conclusion 
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Timothy has grown in character and ministry effectiveness built on the foundation laid by his 
mother and grandmother and as he “followed closely” his mentor’s life and teaching (1 Tim. 
4:6).  
 
Mothers lay the emotional, spiritual and physical foundation for a child’s life. 
 

• Teach the Word of God to your children from the earliest years. 
 

• Model the message of God showing what it means to follow Jesus. 
o As a mom, continue to grow in your faith and walk with God.  
o Be a woman of the Word and of prayer.  
o Walk in the Spirit and demonstrate the fruit of the Spirit. 

 
• Show unconditional, sacrificial love that will transform your child to care for others. 

o  Jesus said to his disciples, “Love one another as I have loved you.” 
 

• Encourage your child based on the potential they have in Christ with God’s help.  
o Don’t focus on their past failures but rather on their future hope. 

 
• With all the community, work, church, social and financial demands, prioritize time with 

your children. 
 

• Your faithfulness as a wife, mother and most importantly, a follower of Christ, lays a 
stable foundation for life. 

 

i John F. Walvoord, Philippians: Triumph in Christ (Chicago: Moody Press, 1971), 70. 
 


