
Opportunity over Obstacle 
 
A pastoral friend of mine recently shared a perspective from the movie Darkest Hour 
that tells the story of Winston Churchill and the early Allied setbacks of World War 
II. The film highlights the tremendous pressures that Churchill, the United Kingdom, 
and the various countries aligned against Nazi Germany were under in May 1940. The 
momentum, morale, and military all seemed to be arrayed against Churchill and his 
determined plans. Much of British society, many politicians, and a powerful enemy 
stood as obstacles. Things seemed overwhelming, even hopeless.  
 

    It appeared to be Churchill’s, and Britain’s, “darkest hour.” 
 
In June 1940, Prime Minister Churchill gave yet another of his famous and inspiring 
speeches to the House of Commons. In it, he implored the government and the people to 
persevere in the face of many obstacles. Where others saw opposition and impending 
defeat, Churchill saw opportunity and triumph. In that speech, he imparted some of his 
greatest vision for defeating the enemy. Looking ahead to difficult days for his country, 
he nonetheless proclaimed, 
 

“In casting up this dread balance-sheet, 
contemplating our dangers with a disillusioned eye, 
I see great reason for intense vigilance and exertion, 

but none whatever for panic or despair.” 
 
And if that victory should come, Churchill announced, future generations would look 
back upon the present people and say,  
 

“This was their finest hour.” 
 

What will future generations call our present day? Will it be known as our “darkest 
hour” or our “finest hour?" Covid-19 and its implications for us are certainly worlds 
apart from the threat of Nazi Germany for the British people. Nonetheless, we now face 
a choice as to the kind of people we will be in this time, in this season. We can choose 
how we will live out Christ’s character and calling with the knowledge that God is in 
control, that His Gospel will advance, and that He will care for His people. 
 
We know that God knows what He is doing and He knows what is coming. Our response 
of trust in Him gives us courage to reach out and speak out in His name, indeed making 
this our finest hour.  
 
During these weeks of upheaval and uncertainty in our circumstances, let’s represent 
Jesus and the Gospel well. Let’s be people of prayer, hope, peace, and boldness in a 
world of fear, stress, and paralysis. Join me in online prayer on Thursday evenings at 
6:30 P.M. 



  
If you have stories observing how God is using others to make an impact or you are 
being used by God in the lives of others, we’d love to hear them. We want to share 
testimonies of how God is caring for us and giving us Gospel opportunities. Send us 
those stories at office@faithcrossroads.org! 
 
Let me share an example. I received a call from one of our college students whose 
semester away at school was suddenly cut short. He expressed disappointment at what 
wasn’t to be, but quickly turned to focus on what was now an opportunity. He was able 
to return to his “summer work” at the grocery store where his help was sorely needed. 
He then volunteered to help serve at the Faith food pantry. Instead of focusing on self, 
he focused on service. Instead of focusing on obstacles, he looked for opportunities. 
 
We are approaching Holy Week and are remembering the greatest events in all of 
history. Our Savior and King entered Jerusalem to conquer the greatest enemies of 
humanity—sin and death. We will gather online-only for Good Friday service at 7 P.M. 
Then join us to celebrate the resurrection of our Savior on Easter Sunday at 10:30 A.M. 
The services can be viewed by going to our website, Facebook page or youtube page. 
 
We’re grateful for your ongoing prayer, service, and giving by mail or on our website, 
www.FaithCrossroads.org.  
 
Thanks for all the ways you are caring for others — in your family, in our church family, 
in your circle of friends, and among all others you might come in contact with. This is an 
opportunity to practically live out our faith and to overcome obstacles by relying on the 
Lord. 

May this be Faith’s “finest hour”! 
 

Pastor Peter 
 


