
The BIBLE STORY with Review 
(Parents, we suggest you pull out your Bible too.) 

Three Parables- Read Luke 15 

 
Tax collectors and sinners came to Jesus to listen to Him teach. The Pharisees and scribes complained. 

“This man welcomes sinners and eats with them!” they said. So Jesus told them three parables to teach them 

about Himself. 

First, Jesus told a parable about a lost sheep. Jesus said, “If a man has 100 sheep and loses one of them, 

what does he do? He leaves the 99 sheep in the open field and searches for the lost sheep until he finds it. 

And when he finds it, he is happy! He carries the sheep on his shoulders and goes home. Then he tells his 

friends and neighbors, ‘Celebrate with me because I have found my lost sheep!’” 

Then Jesus said, “This is what heaven is like, only there is more joy in heaven when one sinner repents 

and turns back to God than when 99 righteous people don’t need to repent.” 

The next parable was about a lost coin. Jesus said, “If a woman has 10 silver coins and loses one of them, 

what does she do? She lights a lamp, sweeps the house, and searches carefully until she finds it! And when 

she finds it, she calls her friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Celebrate with me! I have found my lost 

coin!’” 

Then Jesus said, “This is what heaven is like. God’s angels celebrate when one sinner repents and turns 

back to God.” 

Finally, Jesus told a parable about a lost son. Jesus said, “A man had two sons. The younger son told 

his father, ‘Father, give me my inheritance today.’ So the father gave his son his share. A few days later, the 

younger son left home. He took everything he had and went to a distant country. He wasted his money and 

lived foolishly. When he had nothing left, there was a famine in the country. The people who lived there did not 

have enough food. The son got a job feeding pigs. The son was hungry, and he wished he could eat the food 

the pigs were eating, but no one gave him any food. 

“The younger son realized he had been foolish. He thought of the men who worked for his father. They had 

more than enough food, yet he was dying of hunger. The son made a plan. He would go back to his father and 

admit he was wrong. He would ask to work for the father like the hired men. 

“So the younger son headed home. He was still a long way away when his father saw him coming. His 

father ran to him and threw his arms around his son’s neck and kissed him. The son began to apologize to 

his father. ‘I have sinned against God and was wrong to you,’ he said. ‘I am not worthy to be called your son.’ 

“But the father told his servants, ‘Hurry! Bring out the best clothes and put it on him. Put a ring on his 

finger and sandals on his feet. Then bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s celebrate with a feast! This son of 

mine was lost, and now he is found!’ So they began to celebrate. 

“At this time, the older son came from the fields and heard music and dancing at the house. He asked one of 

the servants what was going on. 

“‘Your brother is here,’ the servant said. ‘Your father is celebrating 

because he is home safe and sound.’ 

“The older brother was angry! He refused to go to the feast. The father met him and asked him to come 

inside. ‘Look!’ the older brother said. ‘I have worked hard for you for years! I never disobeyed you! But you 

never even gave me a goat to celebrate with my friends. But when this son of yours—who has wasted your 

money—comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him!’ 

“‘Son,’ the father said, ‘everything I have is yours. But we had to celebrate and be happy. Your brother 

was lost and is found.’” 

 
Christ Connection: A shepherd was seeking his sheep, a woman was seeking her coin, and a father was seeking his 

prodigal son. Jesus told these parables to teach about Himself. As Savior, Jesus seeks sinners. He paid the ultimate 

price—His own life—to save people from sin. 

 



Review Questions 

 
What was Jesus’ first parable about? (a lost sheep) The man who lost his sheep left behind his flock of 99 
sheep to find the sheep that was lost. When he found the sheep, he celebrated! He was so happy. Jesus said 
that this is what heaven is like. The angels celebrate when someone who is lost turns from their sin and turns 
to God. 
What does it mean to be lost? Being lost means not knowing Jesus as Lord and Savior. Yes! That’s our big 
picture question and answer. Say it with me. “What does it mean to be lost? Being lost means not knowing 
Jesus as Lord and Savior.” 
 
Jesus’ second parable was about a woman who lost a coin. She cleaned and searched her house until she 
found the coin. When she found it, she celebrated! Jesus said that this is what heaven is like. The angels 
celebrate when someone who is lost turns from their sin and turns to God. 
 
Jesus’ third parable was about a son who left his father’s home. He went to another country and wasted all his 
money. The son realized he had made bad choices, and he decided to go back home to his father. Maybe 
his father would give him a job as a servant. At least he would have food to eat and a roof over his head. 
 
When the son went home, what did the father do? Was the father angry at him for being foolish? No! The 
father saw his son coming, and he ran to him! He gave him a big hug and a kiss, and he threw a party! The 
father was so happy to have his son home! 
 
Did you know that’s what God is like? We are foolish when we sin and disobey God, but God wants us to turn 
back to Him. He will not be angry when we tell Him we are sorry; He will be happy! 
That’s not the end of the story, though. The son had an older brother. The brother was angry that the father 
celebrated when the younger son came home. The older brother had always obeyed the father, and he didn’t 
think it was fair for the father to throw a party for the younger son. Jesus told this story because the Pharisees 
and other religious leaders were like the older brother. They tried hard to obey God’s laws, and they didn’t 
think Jesus should be friends with people who do bad things. The good news is that Jesus is friends with 
sinners! We are all sinners, and Jesus wants us to trust in Him. 
 

 

 


